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The Mating Game  
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No Breaks  
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• The supermarket glut: Gorman's New Product News reports that in 1978 the typical 
supermarket carried 11,767 items. By 1987, that figure had risen to an astounding 24,531 
items -- more than double the amount in just in nine years.  

• More than 45,000 other products were introduced during those years, but failed.  
• Elsewhere in the supermarket, Hallmark Cards now offers cards for 105 familial rela-

tionships.  
• Currently, more than 1,260 varieties of shampoo are on the market. 75 different types of 

exercise shoes are now available, each with scores of variations in style and features.  
• More than 2,000 skin care products are currently selling.  
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